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IIIINTRODUCTIONNTRODUCTIONNTRODUCTIONNTRODUCTION    
 

This edition of the ADPAN Newsletter covers January, February and March providing 

links to significant death penalty news stories from across the Asia Pacific region.  

 

The Anti-Death Penalty Asia Network (ADPAN) is an independent, impartial network of 

individuals, NGOs, lawyers and activists from 24 countries that are committed to 

working for an end to the death penalty in their own countries and across the Asia 

Pacific region. See:  
www.adpan.net;  

Twitter: @ADPANetwork;  

www.facebook.com/ADPANetwork 

 

Please distribute the ADPAN Newsletter widely, place online and use in any 

campaigning work against the death penalty. 

 

 

 
RRRREGIONALEGIONALEGIONALEGIONAL    DDDDEVELOPMENTS EVELOPMENTS EVELOPMENTS EVELOPMENTS IIIIN N N N TTTTHE HE HE HE AAAASIA SIA SIA SIA PPPPACIFICACIFICACIFICACIFIC    
 

BANGLADESH 

 

Parliament passes death penalty sanction for human trafficking 

 

On 15 February, the Jatiya Sangsad (Parliament) passed the Human Trafficking 

Prevention and Control Act 2012 incorporating a provision for the death penalty in 

cases of gang involvement.  

 
16/02/2012, BD News 

http://www.bdnews24.com/details.php?id=218345&cid=2 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/ADPANetwork
http://www.bdnews24.com/details.php?id=218345&cid=2
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21 Bangladeshis on death row abroad 

 

At least 21 Bangladeshis are facing the death penalty in six Middle Eastern and 

Southeast Asia countries. Dr Zafar Ahmed Khan, Secretary of the Expatriates’ Welfare 

and Overseas Employment Ministry, said that it is the state’s responsibility to ensure 

legal support to its nationals living abroad. Officials at the Bureau of Manpower, 

Employment and Training say that the government is now trying to arrange 

compromises between the families of the victims and the convicted migrants. 

 
19/02/2012, Daily Star 

http://www.thedailystar.net/newDesign/news-details.php?nid=222897 

 

Death penalty for terrorism 

 

On 16 February, The Anti-Terrorism (Amendment) Bill 2012 was passed by the Jatiya 

Sangsad (Parliament). The amendment widens the scope of sanctions in the Anti-

Terrorism Act of 2009 (ATA) by approving the death penalty as the maximum penalty 

for financing terrorist activities. 

 
23/02/2012, FIDH 

http://www.fidh.org/Amendment-to-Anti-Terrorism-Act 

 
 

CHINA 

 

Deputy Chief of the Supreme People’s Court says death penalty cases are rife with 

evidence flaws 

 

On 7 January, the Supreme People’s Court Vice-President Zhang Jun said that the Court 

found the quality of death penalty cases to be worse than expected since the 

authorities ordered all such cases to be reviewed in 2007. He claimed there are 

problems with the implementation surrounding standards of evidence. Law 

enforcement personnel are not fully aware of the importance of collecting evidence and 

rules on evidence are not applied uniformly. For example, murder cases are not always 

subjected to DNA tests and investigators rely too much on verbal testimony. As a result, 

in 2010, the Supreme People’s Court introduced two guidelines on the use of evidence 

in death penalty cases and the exclusion of illegally obtained evidence. Zhang Jun said 

that defence lawyers shared responsibility for the uneven application of evidence 

standards. Over the past five years, no death penalty case has been overturned due to 

evidence presented by defence lawyers.  

 
12/01/2012, China Digital Times 

http://chinadigitaltimes.net/2012/01/death-penalty-cases-rife-with-evidence-flaws/ 

 

Chinese court spares Filipino from Execution 

 

On 26 January, North Cotabato Representative, Nancy Catamco, said that the Fujian 

Provincial Higher People’s Court commuted the death sentence of Richard Bianan, a 

Filipino convicted of drug smuggling in 2008.  

 
27/01/2012, Inquirer Global Nation 

http://globalnation.inquirer.net/24103/chinese-court-spares-filipino-from-execution 

http://www.thedailystar.net/newDesign/news-details.php?nid=222897
http://www.fidh.org/Amendment-to-Anti-Terrorism-Act
http://chinadigitaltimes.net/2012/01/death-penalty-cases-rife-with-evidence-flaws/
http://globalnation.inquirer.net/24103/chinese-court-spares-filipino-from-execution
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Wu Ying’s death sentence rouses public debate 

 

On 18 January, the Zhejiang High Court upheld Wu Ying’s death sentence for ‘illegal 

fundraising’. The decision prompted a rare unanimous plea for mercy from the general 

public and generated discussions on the use of the death penalty.  

 

Law professor Xu Xin at the Beijing Institution of Technology wrote in the Global Times: 

"Wu was forced to borrow money with high interest rates because it is really hard for 

private companies to raise funds. The root of illegal fund-raising activities lies in the 

financial monopoly of state-owned institutions." Netizens also accused the courts of 

double standards saying Wu's death penalty seemed unnecessarily harsh when corrupt 

officials were given suspended death sentences, reported Reuters. 

 
17/02/2012, Asia News 

http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=27816 

 

Top judge says China needs more legal reforms 

 

On 11 March, Supreme People's Court President Wang Shengjun said that some courts 

have not improved transparency and criticized certain judges for poor working styles 

that delayed hearings. He also said a small number of judges were found to have taken 

bribes. Wang wrote in his annual report to the National People's Congress that the 

court will work to reform court procedures and improve rules allowing the public to 

observe trials. 

 
11/03/2012, CBS News 

http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-501712_162-57394961/top-judge-says-china-needs-more-legal-reforms/ 

 
 

INDIA 

 

Supreme Court strikes down Arms Act provision for mandatory death penalty 

 

On 1 February the Supreme Court declared unconstitutional Section 27(3) of the Arms 

Act, which provides for the mandatory death penalty.  

 

The Bench raised two main concerns. First, that ‘by imposing mandatory death penalty, 

section 27(3) of the Arms Act runs contrary to those statutory safeguards which give 

[the] judiciary the discretion in the matter imposing [the] death penalty. Section 27(3) 

of the Arms Act is thus ultra vires the concept of judicial review, which is one of the 

basic features of our Constitution’. Second, that ‘the section is so widely worded to the 

extent that if, as a result of any accidental or unintentional use or any accident arising 

out of any act in contravention of Section 7, death results, the only punishment, which 

has to be mandatorily imposed on the person in contravention, is death’. 

 
02/02/2012, The Hindu 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/article2851338.ece 

 

President Pratibha Patil has commuted 23 death penalty cases to life term 

 

http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=27816
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-501712_162-57394961/top-judge-says-china-needs-more-legal-reforms/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/article2851338.ece
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On 9 February, President Pratibha Patil accepted the clemency petition of Sushil 

Murmu pending since 2004.  President Patil has commuted 23 death sentences to life 

imprisonment during her tenure, which is over 90 percent of total pardons granted 

since 1981. 

 
21/02/2012, First Post 

http://www.firstpost.com/fwire/indias-kindest-president-commutes-23-death-penalty-to-life-term-

220419.html 

 

 

Global Sikh community to form a coalition to get rid of death penalty 

 

The worldwide Sikh community is forming a coalition with government and NGOs to 

end the death penalty in India. ‘The first step is to put pressure on India to endorse the 

moratorium at the General Assembly of the UN later this year with a view to exerting 

pressure so India abolishes the death penalty within 12 months’ said Ranjit Singh 

Masuta, Founder of the Punjab Trust. 

 
26/02/2012, Times of India 

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2012-03-26/india/31239553_1_death-penalty-jagjit-singh-karan-

singh 

 

Supreme Court rules out death penalty for rape & murder accused 

 

On 27 February, it was reported that the Supreme Court (SC) set aside a judgment by 

the Allahabad high court which upheld the sentence of death to Amit, a teenager who 

raped and murdered a 13 year old girl seven years ago. The SC sentenced him to life 

imprisonment subject to ‘remission or commutation at the instance of the government 

for good and sufficient reasons’. 

 
27/02/2012, Amnesty International 

http://www.amnesty.org/en/for-media/press-releases/execution-balwant-singh-would-be-step-back-india-

2012-03-26 

 
 

INDONESIA 

 

Dozens of Indonesian migrant workers avoid death row 

 

President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono praised the Migrant Workers Protection task 

force which helped dozens of Indonesians working abroad to avoid the death penalty. 

According to Coordinating Minister for Legal, Political and Security Affairs, Djoko Suyanto, 

at least 67 Indonesia migrant workers in Saudi Arabia, Malaysia, China and Iran have not 

faced the death penalty following the hiring of lawyers by the government to provide legal 

assistance abroad.  

 
06/01/2012, The Jakarta Post 

http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2012/01/06/dozens-migrant-workers-avoid-death-row-govt-claims.html 

 

Consulate hires lawyer to represent Indonesians facing death penalty 

 

The Indonesian Consulate has hired its own lawyer to take up cases involving its citizens 

charged with offences carrying the death penalty. Indonesian Consul General Djoko 

http://www.firstpost.com/fwire/indias-kindest-president-commutes-23-death-penalty-to-life-term-220419.html
http://www.firstpost.com/fwire/indias-kindest-president-commutes-23-death-penalty-to-life-term-220419.html
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2012-03-26/india/31239553_1_death-penalty-jagjit-singh-karan-singh
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2012-03-26/india/31239553_1_death-penalty-jagjit-singh-karan-singh
http://www.amnesty.org/en/for-media/press-releases/execution-balwant-singh-would-be-step-back-india-2012-03-26
http://www.amnesty.org/en/for-media/press-releases/execution-balwant-singh-would-be-step-back-india-2012-03-26
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2012/01/06/dozens-migrant-workers-avoid-death-row-govt-claims.html
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Harjanto revealed to The Borneo Post that this was to ensure that innocent suspects 

would not be forced to plead guilty to crimes they did not commit. 

 
22/03/2012, Borneo Post 

http://www.theborneopost.com/2012/03/22/consulate-hires-lawyer-to-represent-indonesians-charged-with-

crimes-carrying-death-penalty/ 

 
 

JAPAN 

 

European Parliament resolution of 16 February 2012 on the death penalty in Japan 

 

On 16 February, the European Parliament adopted a resolution calling on Japan’s 

Minister of Justice, Toshio Ogawa, not to approve any execution order in the future and 

to support the work of the study group on the death penalty set up in 2010 by former 

Minister of Justice, Keiko Chiba. The resolution also called on Japan to sustain its efforts 

towards returning to the de facto moratorium in place from November 1989 to March 

1993 and to encourage public debate on the use of the death penalty in the country. 

 
16/02/2012, European Parliament 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P7-TA-2012-0065&language=EN 

 

Lay judge death sentences must be unanimous: JFBA 

 

On 25 March, it was reported that the Japan Federation of Bar Associations proposed 

that death sentences be handed down unanimously in lay judge trials, presided over by 

three professional judges and six lay people. "People have been unfairly accused even in 

capital cases, thus it is necessary to introduce the unanimity rule when issuing a death 

sentence to prevent miscarriages of justice," the JFBA said, noting that death-row 

inmates have been acquitted after retrial in four post-war murder cases. 

 
25/03/2012, Japan Times 

http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120325a5.html 

 

Executions Resume in Japan – ADPAN Appeals for an End to the Death Penalty 

 

On 29 March after nearly two years with no executions, Minister of Justice Toshio 

Ogawa gave the go ahead to execute three prisoners. Tomoyuki Furusawa, 46, was 

executed at Tokyo detention centre; Yasuaki Uwabe, 48, was executed at Hiroshima 

detention centre; and Yasutoshi Matsuda, 44, was executed in Fukuoka. Executions in 

Japan are by hanging and are typically carried out in secret. Death row inmates are only 

notified on the morning of their execution and their families are informed only after the 

execution has taken place. Death row prisoners live in constant fear of execution. 

Enduring these conditions for years or even decades has led to depression and mental 

illness among many death row inmates.  

 
29/03/2012, ADPAN 

http://adpan.net/2012/03/31/japan-executions-resume-adpan-appeals-for-an-end-to-the-death-penalty-and-

fears-further-executions/ 

 
 

MALAYSIA 

 

http://www.theborneopost.com/2012/03/22/consulate-hires-lawyer-to-represent-indonesians-charged-with-crimes-carrying-death-penalty/
http://www.theborneopost.com/2012/03/22/consulate-hires-lawyer-to-represent-indonesians-charged-with-crimes-carrying-death-penalty/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P7-TA-2012-0065&language=EN
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20120325a5.html
http://adpan.net/2012/03/31/japan-executions-resume-adpan-appeals-for-an-end-to-the-death-penalty-and-fears-further-executions/
http://adpan.net/2012/03/31/japan-executions-resume-adpan-appeals-for-an-end-to-the-death-penalty-and-fears-further-executions/
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Malaysia has reportedly deported a Saudi journalist facing the death penalty for his 

tweets 

 

On 5 February, Hamza Kashgari, a 23 year old Saudi blogger, fled Saudi Arabia to 

escape possible charges of apostasy which is punishable by death. Various groups 

including ‘Sisters in Islam’ have publicly criticised the Malaysian government arguing 

that it has deported Kashgari without due process despite the probability that he will 

face the death penalty in Saudi Arabia for apostasy. 

 
12/02/2012, The Next Web 

http://thenextweb.com/me/2012/02/12/malaysia-has-reportedly-deported-a-saudi-journalist-facing-the-death-

penalty-for-his-tweets/ 

 

Death penalty not deterring drug trade 

 

Malaysia’s mandatory death penalty on drug-related crime does not appear to have 

stopped drug dealers. There has been a steady increase over the last three years, 

according to a reply in Parliament. The number of Malaysia drug smugglers is rising. 

Customs director-general Datuk Mohamed Khalid Yusuf said Malaysia students, 

especially high school leavers without tertiary education prospects, were being 

targeted by syndicates to become drug mules. 

 
12/02/2012, The Next Web 

http://thenextweb.com/me/2012/02/12/malaysia-has-reportedly-deported-a-saudi-journalist-facing-the-death-

penalty-for-his-tweets/ 

 

07/03/2012, The Malay Mail 

http://www.mmail.com.my/story/malaysian-drug-mule-trend-%E2%80%98worrying%E2%80%99 

 

Nazri Aziz’s fluctuating stance on the death penalty 

 

On 1 March, de facto Law Minister Datuk Seri Nazri Abdul Aziz expressed his personal 

views against the death penalty and called for a mass movement of people to demand 

abolition. However, on 29 March, the Minister insisted that Malaysia still needs this 

punishment as a deterrent for serious crimes. He added that the removal of the death 

penalty would only be considered after a thorough review since abolition would have a 

major impact on the legal system. 

 
29/03/2012, The Malaysia Insider 

http://www.themalaysianinsider.com/malaysia/article/death-penalty-to-stay-says-nazri 

 

30/03/2012, Free Malaysia Today 

http://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2012/03/30/nazris-flip-flop-stand-on-death-penalty/ 

 
 

MONGOLIA 

 

Mongolia takes vital step forward in abolishing the death penalty 

 

On 5 January, the Mongolian Parliament approved a bill to ratify the Second Optional 

Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) which aims 

to abolish the death penalty. The next step is to implement laws that abolish the death 

penalty within the national legal system. 

 

http://thenextweb.com/me/2012/02/12/malaysia-has-reportedly-deported-a-saudi-journalist-facing-the-death-penalty-for-his-tweets/
http://thenextweb.com/me/2012/02/12/malaysia-has-reportedly-deported-a-saudi-journalist-facing-the-death-penalty-for-his-tweets/
http://thenextweb.com/me/2012/02/12/malaysia-has-reportedly-deported-a-saudi-journalist-facing-the-death-penalty-for-his-tweets/
http://thenextweb.com/me/2012/02/12/malaysia-has-reportedly-deported-a-saudi-journalist-facing-the-death-penalty-for-his-tweets/
http://www.mmail.com.my/story/malaysian-drug-mule-trend-%E2%80%98worrying%E2%80%99
http://www.themalaysianinsider.com/malaysia/article/death-penalty-to-stay-says-nazri
http://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2012/03/30/nazris-flip-flop-stand-on-death-penalty/
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05/01/2012, Mongolia’s People’s Party 

http://mpp.mn/news/show/id/71 

 
    

MYANMAR 

 

6,656 prisoners granted amnesty, 38,964 receive clemency 

 

On 3 January 2012, following the announcement of Order No.1/2012 by the President 

Office of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, 6,656 prisoners received an amnesty 

among which the death sentences of 33 prisoners were reduced to life imprisonment. 

The order was issued for the 64
th

 anniversary of the Independence Day and for State 

peace and stability, the rule of law and national solidarity. 

 
06/01/2012, Xinhua Net 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/world/2012-01/06/c_131346022.htm 

    
 

PAKISTAN 

 
Children on death row 

 

Child offenders in Pakistan may, under the law, be sentenced to corporal punishment, 

life imprisonment and the death penalty. Law reform has gone some way to prohibiting 

corporal punishment and the death penalty for child offenders, but the law is complex 

and unclear and these sentences remain lawful in certain circumstances. Currently, 

there are five prisoners in Mach Jail in Balochistan on death row, and all of them were 

sentenced to death when they were juveniles. 

 
16/01/2012, The Express Tribune 

http://tribune.com.pk/story/322381/children-on-death-row/ 

 

 

PHILIPPINES 

 
Philippines seeks mercy for 77 Pinoys on death row 

 

On 20 March, the Philippines said that its diplomats had increased their efforts to save 

77 Filipinos on death row overseas after four of its citizens were executed in China in 

2011 for drug trafficking. ‘We are helping them out. We are making high level 

representations and making sure [that] they have access to legal and consular 

assistance and trying to get their sentences commuted’ Foreign Affairs Department 

spokesman Raul Hernandez said. The welfare of Filipinos abroad is a sensitive issue in a 

country where more than nine million work overseas, many in harsh conditions where 

they can be tricked into acting as drug mules.            

 
21/03/2012, Manila Times 

http://www.manilatimes.net/index.php/news/top-stories/19673-ph-seeks-mercy-for-77-pinoys-on-death-row 

 

 

TAIWAN 

 
Ministry of National Defense punishes dozens over wrongful execution 

http://mpp.mn/news/show/id/71
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/world/2012-01/06/c_131346022.htm
http://tribune.com.pk/story/322381/children-on-death-row/
http://www.manilatimes.net/index.php/news/top-stories/19673-ph-seeks-mercy-for-77-pinoys-on-death-row
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On 5 March, The Ministry of National Defense (MND) confirmed that 23 people 

involved in the torture and wrongful execution of former airman Chiang Kuo-ching 

received penalties. These ranged from a reprimand to two major demerits. The MDN 

did not give exact names for those who were punished but the list reportedly includes 

two former Defense Ministers Chen Chao- and Lee Tien-yu. 

 
06/03/2012, The China Post 

http://www.chinapost.com.tw/taiwan/national/national-news/2012/03/06/333740/MND-punishes.htm 

 

 

THAILAND 

 
Deputy Prime Minister seeks swift death penalty 

 

On 6 February, the Deputy Prime Minister, Chalerm Yubamrung, said he was discussing 

the idea of an amendment to the Narcotics Act to shorten the appeals process for those 

sentenced to death for drug offences and to expedite their executions.  

 
07/02/2012, Bangkok Post 

http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/local/278565/drugs-chalerm-seeks-swift-death-penalty 

 

 

 

WWWWORLDORLDORLDORLD    NNNNEWS EWS EWS EWS     
 

GLOBAL 

 

Death penalty 2011: Alarming levels of executions in the few countries that kill 

 

On 27 March, Amnesty International published its annual review of death sentences and 

executions worldwide. In 2011 only 10 percent of countries in the world, 20 out of 198, 

carried out executions, a figure down by more than a third from a decade ago. 

 

A small group of countries continue to execute at high levels including China, Iran, 

Saudi Arabia, Iraq, North Korea, Somalia and Yemen. At least 18,750 people remained 

under sentence of death at the end of 2011 and at least 676 people were executed 

worldwide. Not counting the thousands of executions that were believed to have taken 

place in China, at least 51 executions were reported to have been carried out in the 

following countries in the Asia-Pacific region including Afghanistan, Bangladesh, 

Malaysia, North Korea, Taiwan and Viet Nam. At least 833 new death sentences were 

known to have been imposed in 18 countries in the region. The Pacific sub-region was 

death penalty-free with the exception of five death sentences handed down in Papua 

New Guinea. No executions were recorded in Japan for the first time in 19 years. 

 
27/03/2011, Amnesty International 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/datablog/2011/mar/29/death-penalty-countries-world 

 

http://www.chinapost.com.tw/taiwan/national/national-news/2012/03/06/333740/MND-punishes.htm
http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/local/278565/drugs-chalerm-seeks-swift-death-penalty
http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/datablog/2011/mar/29/death-penalty-countries-world
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