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This is the fifth edition this year of the ADPAN Newsletter, covering September and October 2013. It 
provides links to significant death penalty news stories from across the Asia Pacific region. 
 
The Anti-Death Penalty Asia Network (ADPAN) is an independent, impartial network of individuals, 
NGOs, lawyers and activists from 28 countries that are committed to working for an end to the death 
penalty in their own countries and across the Asia Pacific region. 
 
Please distribute the ADPAN Newsletter widely, place online and use in any campaigning work against 
the death penalty. 
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ADPAN NEWS 
 

 
 
JAPAN - Another execution - ADPAN Appeals for an End to Executions  
On 12 September, Tokuhisa Kumagai, aged 73, was hanged at the Tokyo Detention Centre. ADPAN will 
continue to push for a moratorium on executions with a view to the eventual abolition of the death 
penalty in Japan and across the region. 
 
13/09/13 - ADPAN 
http://adpan.net/2013/10/16/adpan-youtube-campaign/ 

 
10 October 2013 - 11th WORLD DAY AGAINST THE DEATH PENALTY – JOINT PETITION BY ASIAN 
ABOLITIONISTS – “END CRIME – NOT LIVES”  

 ADPAN joined other Asian civil society groups and the World Coalition against the Death 
Penalty, to work together to end the death penalty by putting out a joint petition calling for an 
end to the death penalty across Asia. The World Day against the Death Penalty is marked on 
October 10 every year.   

 
http://www.theonlinecitizen.com/2013/10/joint-statement-of-asian-abolitionists-end-crime-not-lives/ 
http://adpan.net/world-day-against-the-death-penalty-10-october/11th-world-day-against-the-death-penalty-2013/ 
 

 ADPAN YouTube Campaign 
On 10 October, to mark the 11th World Day against the Death Penalty, ADPAN launched its 
YouTube video campaign. We encourage you to continue to send in your video clips to 
adpanonline@gmail.com. 

 
10/10/13 - ADPAN 
http://adpan.net/2013/10/16/adpan-youtube-campaign/ 
 

 Human Rights Documentary Film Show 2013 
On 10 October, to mark the 11th World Day Against the Death Penalty, Amnesty International 
Hong Kong, members of ADPAN, launched its human rights documentary film show, showing 
13 human rights films throughout October and November. 

 
25/09/13 - ADPAN 
http://adpan.net/2013/09/25/human-rights-documentary-film-show-2013-2013-10-10-2013-11-26/ 

 
Expert Seminar on the Death Penalty, Bangkok, Thailand, 22-23 October  
This seminar on “moving away from the death penalty in Southeast Asia” was attended by government, 
international experts, lawyers and experts and was organised by the UN Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights and Thailand’s Ministry of Justice. The object of the meeting was to 
provide a forum for international experts to exchange views on international and regional practices 
related to death penalty reform and to monitor the latest developments on the death penalty in South 
East Asia. Several ADPAN members attended the meeting. M. Ravi, human rights lawyer from 
Singapore represented ADPAN and spoke about the recent changes in Singapore’s mandatory death 
penalty laws. 
 
23/10/13 - ADPAN 
http://adpan.net/2013/10/23/expert-seminar-bangkok/ 
http://www.deathpenaltyproject.org/news/1662/untied-nations-expert-seminar-on-moving-away-from-the-death-penalty-in-south-
east-asia/ 

http://adpan.net/2013/10/16/adpan-youtube-campaign/
http://www.theonlinecitizen.com/2013/10/joint-statement-of-asian-abolitionists-end-crime-not-lives/
http://adpan.net/world-day-against-the-death-penalty-10-october/11th-world-day-against-the-death-penalty-2013/
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/lvischer/Local%20Settings/Temp/2/notesA0A82A/adpanonline@gmail.com
http://adpan.net/2013/10/16/adpan-youtube-campaign/
http://adpan.net/2013/09/25/human-rights-documentary-film-show-2013-2013-10-10-2013-11-26/
http://adpan.net/2013/10/23/expert-seminar-bangkok/
http://www.deathpenaltyproject.org/news/1662/untied-nations-expert-seminar-on-moving-away-from-the-death-penalty-in-south-east-asia/
http://www.deathpenaltyproject.org/news/1662/untied-nations-expert-seminar-on-moving-away-from-the-death-penalty-in-south-east-asia/
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http://www.worldcoalition.org/thailand-china-asia-death-penalty-abolition-laos-brunei-myanmar-un-ohchr-adpan.html 
 

Hong Kong University, EU, ADPAN MEETING, 24-25 October  
Two days after the Bangkok seminar, a conference gathered together academics, civil society groups, and 
diplomats to debate strategies for abolition in Asia. Discussions covered drug offences, public opinion polls, 
the clemency process, China and the role of lawyers. This conference was organised by the University of 
Hong Kong, the European Union office to Hong Kong and Macau, and ADPAN. Fifa Rahman, an ADPAN 
member from Malaysia spoke about the work of ADPAN.  
 
22/10/13 - HKU 
http://goo.gl/Vz3rZe 
 
 

 
 

GOOD NEWS 
 

 

 
INDIA 
Tandoor murder case: SC commutes Sushil Sharma’s death penalty to life imprisonment 
On 8 October, the Supreme Court of India, represented by a bench headed by Chief Justice P 
Sathasivam, commuted the death sentence of former Youth Congress leader, Sushil Sharma, in 1995.  
 
08/10/13 – Zee News, Indian Express 
http://zeenews.india.com/news/delhi/supreme-court-verdict-awaited-in-tandoor-case-today_881738.html 
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/tandoor-murder-case-sc-commutes-death-sentence-of-sushil-sharma-to-life/1179846/ 
 
Delhi HC commutes death penalty of 29-yr-old to life, says scope for his reform 
On 9 September, the Delhi High Court commuted the sentence of a man convicted of murder, declaring 
there was a real chance of his rehabilitation. Giving this ruling, a three-judge Bench of Justices H.L. 
Dattu, S.J. Mukhopadaya and M.Y. Eqbal said: “In a civilised society a tooth for a tooth and an eye for 
an eye ought not to be the criterion to clothe a case with the ‘rarest of the rare’ jacket and the courts 
must not be propelled by such notions in a haste resorting to capital punishment.” 
 
09/09/13 – Indlawnews.com, The Hindu 
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/brutality-not-sole-criterion-for-awarding-death-penalty/article5223696.ece 
http://www.indlawnews.com/NewsDisplay.aspx?75afb214-bab0-428f-a3c8-7a2b3176f812 

 
PAKISTAN 
Zardari welcomes continued ban on death penalty 
On 7 October, former President of Pakistan, Asif Ali Zardari welcomed the government’s decision to 
continue with the policy of an informal moratorium on executions and called for a thorough review of 
the death penalty in the country. These remarks follow a decision made in August by the current 
government to temporarily halt all executions.  
 
07/10/2013 – Pakistan Tribune, Daily Times 
http://paktribune.com/news/Zardari-welcomes-continued-ban-on-death-penalty-263554.html 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2013\10\06\story_6-10-2013_pg7_6 
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2013/08/18/pakistan-temporarily-halts-executions-ahead-scheduled-hangings-al-qaida-linked/ 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.worldcoalition.org/thailand-china-asia-death-penalty-abolition-laos-brunei-myanmar-un-ohchr-adpan.html
http://goo.gl/Vz3rZe
http://zeenews.india.com/news/delhi/supreme-court-verdict-awaited-in-tandoor-case-today_881738.html
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/tandoor-murder-case-sc-commutes-death-sentence-of-sushil-sharma-to-life/1179846/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/brutality-not-sole-criterion-for-awarding-death-penalty/article5223696.ece
http://www.indlawnews.com/NewsDisplay.aspx?75afb214-bab0-428f-a3c8-7a2b3176f812
http://paktribune.com/news/Zardari-welcomes-continued-ban-on-death-penalty-263554.html
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2013/10/06/story_6-10-2013_pg7_6
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2013/08/18/pakistan-temporarily-halts-executions-ahead-scheduled-hangings-al-qaida-linked/
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DEVELOPMENTS IN THE ASIA PACIFIC REGION 

 
 
 
BANGLADESH 
EU against death penalty 
On 9 October, European Union heads of mission in Dhaka expressed hope on the eve of the European 
Day and the World Day against the Death Penalty that Bangladesh would abolish capital punishment 
in keeping with the UN resolution calling for a moratorium on the death penalty.  
 
09/10/13 – BDnews24.com, EEAS 
http://bdnews24.com/bangladesh/2013/10/09/eu-against-death-penalty 
http://eeas.europa.eu/human_rights/adp/index_en.htm 

 
Bangladeshi court sentences BNP politician to death 
On 1 October, a member of parliament for Bangladesh's main opposition party has been sentenced to 
death by a war crimes tribunal on charges including murder and genocide during the 1971 war of 
independence with Pakistan. 
 
Salahuddin Quader Chowdhury, the first member of the Bangladesh National Party (BNP) to be tried by 
the court, was sentenced to death by the war crimes tribunal. The BNP and his lawyers argue that the 
trial was politically motivated and there are serious concerns that the War Crimes tribunal falls short 
of fair trials procedures.   
 
02/10/13 – UPI, The Hindu 
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/Special/2013/10/02/Bangladeshi-court-sentences-BNP-politician-to-death/UPI-65151380731164/ 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/south-asia/life-sentence-for-exbnp-minister-for-war-crimes/article5217067.ece 
 

BRUNEI 
Brunei Sharia: Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah Orders Flogging and Stoning to Death for  
Adulterers  
On 22 October, the International Business Times announced that Brunei would implement a strict 
interpretation of Sharia law, which would include stoning, flogging and amputation for those convicted 
of breaching the law. Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah, the country's absolute ruler, announced the 
introduction of the Sharia penal code.  
 
22/10/13 – The International Business Times, Asia News 
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/articles/515854/20131022/brunei-sharia-sultan-hassanal-bolkiah-flogging-stoning.htm 
http://www.asianews.it/news-en/The-Sultanate-of-Brunei-to-introduce-Sharia-based-rules-29346.html 
 
CHINA 
UK calls on China to commute Tibetan death sentence 
On 3 September, UK Foreign Secretary William Hague called upon the Chinese government to commute 
the death sentence of Tibetan nomad Dolma Gyab and to grant him a reprieve. Gyab was sentenced to 
death for allegedly murdering his wife who self-immolated in March. Foreign Secretary Hague also 
called for “free and fair” trials in China that are “in line with international standards”. 
 
03/09/13 – The Tibet Post, Tibet.net 
http://www.thetibetpost.com/en/news/international/3611-uk-calls-on-china-to-commute-tibetan-death-sentence 
http://tibet.net/2013/09/03/uk-urges-china-to-commute-death-sentence-of-husband-of-self-immolator/ 

 

http://bdnews24.com/bangladesh/2013/10/09/eu-against-death-penalty
http://eeas.europa.eu/human_rights/adp/index_en.htm
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/Special/2013/10/02/Bangladeshi-court-sentences-BNP-politician-to-death/UPI-65151380731164/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/south-asia/life-sentence-for-exbnp-minister-for-war-crimes/article5217067.ece
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/articles/515854/20131022/brunei-sharia-sultan-hassanal-bolkiah-flogging-stoning.htm
http://www.asianews.it/news-en/The-Sultanate-of-Brunei-to-introduce-Sharia-based-rules-29346.html
http://www.thetibetpost.com/en/news/international/3611-uk-calls-on-china-to-commute-tibetan-death-sentence
http://tibet.net/2013/09/03/uk-urges-china-to-commute-death-sentence-of-husband-of-self-immolator/
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INDIA 
Activists denounce calls for the noose  
The conviction of four accused in the highly-publicised Delhi gang-rape, on December 16 2012, has 
sparked a debate in the city over the death penalty. Sheelu, President of the Women’s Collective, said, 
“We, as an organisation, do not support capital punishment. If law takes its course and delivers 
immediate result, it definitely would act as a deterrent. People say this is a patriarchal society and for 
change to take effect, society needs to change its outlook.”  
 
11/09/13 - The New Indian Express 
http://newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/Activists-denounce-calls-for-the-noose/2013/09/11/article1778678.ece   
 

Yakub Memon in plea for presidential mercy  
Yakub Memon, who was sentenced to death for his involvement in the 1993 Mumbai terror  
attacks, has filed a mercy petition with President Pranab Mukherjee. The mercy petition has been sent 
to the Union home ministry. On March 21 2013, the Supreme Court upheld the death sentence given to 
Memon by the Tada court. The Home Ministry is keen to fast-track decisions relating to terrorism with a 
set time-frame so that the “rarest of rare” cases where the death penalty has been passed does not 
drag on for years. The delays have resulted in a string of cases where death row inmates have sought 
clemency from the Supreme Court on the basis of the “delay”.   
 
21/10/13 – Asian Age 
http://www.asianage.com/india/yakub-memon-plea-presidential-mercy-217 
http://www.deccanchronicle.com/131021/news-current-affairs/article/yakub-memon-applies-presidential-pardon 
 

Indian judge sentences Delhi rapists to die for 'gruesome crime' 
On September 13, four men were sentenced to death for raping and murdering a woman in New Delhi 
last December, following public demand that they be hanged for a crime that forced India to confront 
its culture of violence against women 
13/09/13 – Reuters 
http://news.yahoo.com/indian-court-orders-hanging-attackers-delhi-gang-rape-091146650.html 

 
Delhi gangrape: Lawyers of two convicts withdraw from case 
On 8 October, the Delhi High Court issued new warrants against two of the four men who were 
sentenced to death on 16 December 2012 for the gang-rape of a 23-year-old woman in 2012. Mukesh 
and Pawan Gupta were ordered to appear in court after their counsel withdrew from defending them. 
 
08/10/13 - Business Standard, The Hindu 
http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/delhi-gangrape-lawyers-of-2-convicts-withdraw-from-case-
113100800337_1.html 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/delhi-gangrape-lawyers-of-convicts-withdraw-from-case/article5213605.ece 
 
INDONESIA 

Top Officials Demand Death for Chief Justice Busted for Bribery 
On 2 October, Indonesia’s Constitutional Court’s Chief Justice, Akil Mochtar, was arrested on serious 
charges of corruption. On 3 October, Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) chief, Abraham Samad, 
and former Constitutional Court Chief Justice Jimly Asshiddiqie said prosecutors should seek the death 
penalty for Mochtar. The death penalty has never been given in Indonesia as punishment for corruption, 
but the law allows for it. 
 
06/10/13– The Jakarta Globe, Al Jazeera 
http://www.thejakartaglobe.com/news/top-officials-demand-death-for-chief-justice-busted-for-bribery/ 
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/asia-pacific/2013/10/indonesian-chief-justice-arrested-for-bribery-2013102183958883581.html 
 
 

247 Indonesians abroad under threat of death penalty  

http://newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/Activists-denounce-calls-for-the-noose/2013/09/11/article1778678.ece
http://www.asianage.com/india/yakub-memon-plea-presidential-mercy-217
http://www.deccanchronicle.com/131021/news-current-affairs/article/yakub-memon-applies-presidential-pardon
http://news.yahoo.com/indian-court-orders-hanging-attackers-delhi-gang-rape-091146650.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/delhi-gangrape-lawyers-of-2-convicts-withdraw-from-case-113100800337_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/delhi-gangrape-lawyers-of-2-convicts-withdraw-from-case-113100800337_1.html
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/delhi-gangrape-lawyers-of-convicts-withdraw-from-case/article5213605.ece
http://www.thejakartaglobe.com/news/top-officials-demand-death-for-chief-justice-busted-for-bribery/
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/asia-pacific/2013/10/indonesian-chief-justice-arrested-for-bribery-2013102183958883581.html
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Some 247 Indonesians working abroad have been sentenced to death after being convicted of crimes 
they allegedly committed, said Khrisna Jaelani from the Foreign Affairs Ministry’s Legal Aid and 
Protection of Indonesians Overseas Unit. "Of the total 247 people, 186 workers are facing the death 
penalty in Malaysia, 36 in Saudi Arabia, 11 in China and 1 in Singapore," adding that Indonesian 
embassies in these countries are continuously providing legal aid to its citizens. 
  
20/09/13– Antara News 
http://www.antaranews.com/en/news/90806/247-indonesians-abroad-under-threat-of-death-penalty  
 

JAPAN 
Center for Prisoners’ Rights Japan Statement on the execution of Tokuhisa Kumagai 
On 12 September, Japan’s Justice Minister Sadakazu Tanigaki agreed to the execution of Tokuhisa 
Kumagai, aged 73, at the Tokyo Detention Center. This is the third execution under the government led 
by Liberal Democratic Party which came back into power last December.  This execution has brought 
this year’s total number of executions to six; all authorized by Minister Tanigaki. 
 
12/09/13 – Center for Prisoners’ Rights Japan 
http://www.cpr.jca.apc.org/sites/all/themes/cpr_dummy/Doc/CPR%20Statement%20on%20Execution%20Spt.%2012%202013.pd
f 

 
PAKISTAN 
PST board rejects govt announcement to sustain restriction on death penalty 
On 7 October, Pakistan Sunni Ulema Board rejected the government’s announcement to sustain 
restrictions over the death penalty and deemed it contrary to Shari’a law. The board demanded the 
implementation of the death penalty in Pakistan, threatening to lead countrywide protests.  
 
07/10/13 – South Asian News Agency 
http://www.sananews.net/english/pst-board-rejects-govt-announcement-to-sustain-restriction-on-death-penalty/ 
 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
PNG machete attackers should ‘face death penalty’ 
Papua New Guinea’s Prime Minister Peter O’Neill has called for attackers who ambushed a trekking 
group, killing two people, to face the death penalty. In May, Papua New Guinea passed legislation 
expanding its use of the death penalty, following a number of high-profile and violent crimes. 
 
12/09/13 – BBC News, Courier Mail 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-24059282 
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/black-cat-track-massacre-suspects-on-death-row-as-papua-new-guinea-
celebrates/story-fnihsrf2-1226720458357 
 
 
 

http://www.antaranews.com/en/news/90806/247-indonesians-abroad-under-threat-of-death-penalty
http://www.cpr.jca.apc.org/sites/all/themes/cpr_dummy/Doc/CPR%20Statement%20on%20Execution%20Spt.%2012%202013.pdf
http://www.cpr.jca.apc.org/sites/all/themes/cpr_dummy/Doc/CPR%20Statement%20on%20Execution%20Spt.%2012%202013.pdf
http://www.sananews.net/english/pst-board-rejects-govt-announcement-to-sustain-restriction-on-death-penalty/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-24059282
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/black-cat-track-massacre-suspects-on-death-row-as-papua-new-guinea-celebrates/story-fnihsrf2-1226720458357
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/black-cat-track-massacre-suspects-on-death-row-as-papua-new-guinea-celebrates/story-fnihsrf2-1226720458357

