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This is the second edition of the ADPAN Newsletter, covering  July 2014. It provides links to 

significant death penalty news stories from across the Asia Pacific region.   

The Anti-Death Penalty Asia Network (ADPAN) is an independent, impartial network of 

individuals,  NGOs, lawyers and activists from  30  countries that are committed to working for 

an end to the death  penalty in their own countries and across the Asia Pacific region.   

Please distribute the ADPAN Newsletter widely, place online and use in any campaigning work 

against the death penalty.  
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 VIETNAM: 7TH July 2014 
Vietnam court spares Cambodian drug mule from execution 

 
“Vietnam's top court commuted the death sentence of a Cambodian woman convicted for trafficking more than five 
kilograms of methamphetamine to life in prison. Hom Kosal, 37, was sentenced to death by a court in Ho Chi Minh City last 
September. She appealed the sentence, producing documents to prove that she has a child under 3 years of age. In 
Vietnam, a death sentence pronounced on a woman with a child under the age of 3 will be commuted to a life sentence. 
Kosal told judges of the Supreme People‟s Court, Vietnam‟s highest court, that she did not mention her child in the trial 
court because she was unaware of Vietnamese laws.” 

 
Source: ThanhNien News 
7/7/2014:http://www.thanhniennews.com/society/vietnam-court-spares-cambodian-drug-mule-from-
execution-28075.html 

 
 MALAYSIA: 22nd July 2014 

Suhakam hopeful Malaysia will abolish mandatory death penalty 
 
KUALA LUMPUR: Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (Suhakam) is in favour of Malaysia joining a list of countries 
which have outlawed the mandatory death penalty, especially on drug traffickers. Its vice-chairman, Dr Khaw Lake Tee, is 
optimistic that officers of the Attorney-General's Chambers, who are currently undertaking a comprehensive study on the 
matter, will come up with positive recommendation by year-end. 
 

Source: The Sun Daily News 
22/7/14: http://www.thesundaily.my/news/1120984 

 
 

 

 

 SINGAPORE – Singapore breaks three-year moratorium on executions: On 18th of July 2014, two 
Inmates Foong Chee Peng, 48, and Tang Hai Liang, 36, were hanged at dawn this morning. Both men were 
convicted of drug trafficking. These two executions bring to an end the moratorium that has been in place 
since July 2011, when the government commenced an internal review of the mandatory death penalty laws.  

 
 ADPAN members in Singapore’s Joint Statement on the Execution carried out in Singapore 

18 July 2014: http://singaporeantideathpenaltycampaign.wordpress.com/statements-and-press-
release/2014-2/joint-statement-regarding-the-execution-carried-out-on-18-july-2014/ 
 

 18 July 2014:  ADPAN and Amnesty International Joint statement: Massive leap backwards as 
Singapore resumes executions 

 

Singapore has taken areprehensible U-turn by executing the first two prisoners since 2011, Amnesty 
International and the Anti-Death Penalty Asia Network (ADPAN).  

 “The executions by hanging of Tang Hai Liang and Foong Chee Peng represent a massive leap 
backwards for human rights in Singapore,” said Hazel Galang-Folli, Amnesty International‟s 
Singapore researcher.  

 
 “The executions took place despite an appeal to challenge the validity of section 33B of the 

Misuse of Drugs Act, which could have ultimately spared the lives of prisoners on death row like 
Tai Hai Liang and Foong Chee Peng who were mandatorily sentenced under this law. We 
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http://singaporeantideathpenaltycampaign.wordpress.com/statements-and-press-release/2014-2/joint-statement-regarding-the-execution-carried-out-on-18-july-2014/
http://singaporeantideathpenaltycampaign.wordpress.com/statements-and-press-release/2014-2/joint-statement-regarding-the-execution-carried-out-on-18-july-2014/
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condemn the use of the death penalty as it deprived these men of their right to life,” said Ngeow 
Chow Ying, ADPAN Secretary. 

 
More: http://adpan.net/ 
 

 22nd July 2014: United Nations Human Rights Office Very Concerned By The Resumption Of 
Executions In Singapore  
 

The United Nations Human Rights Office for South East Asia (OHCHR) today expressed deep concerns 
over the resumption of executions in Singapore after 3 years of suspension, despite the overwhelming 
global trend towards abolishing the death penalty. Last Friday, the Central Narcotics Bureau of Singapore 
announced the execution of two individuals convicted for drug offences. Reportedly, 23 detainees remain on 
death row in Singapore, many of them being convicted for drug-related offences.  

 

                                         OHCHR Bangkok: http://bangkok.ohchr.org/files/ROB%20Press%20Release%20220714.pdf 
 

 
 

 

 

 BANGLADESH 

2nd July 2014; SC resumes Kamaruzzaman’s appeal hearing: The Appellate Division of the Supreme Court 
yesterday resumed hearing after 12 days on the war crimes appeal lodged by death row Jamaat leader 
Mohammad Kamaruzzamn.  

2/7/14: Dhaka Tribune.com  

http://www.dhakatribune.com/law-rights/2014/jul/02/sc-resumes-kamaruzzaman%E2%80%99s-appeal-hearing 

 

 CHINA 

25 July 2014; Japanese man executed in China over stimulant drug smuggling: Chinese authorities 

executed Friday a Japanese man in his 50s who had been sentenced to death in connection with stimulant 

drug smuggling. Commenting on the execution, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Hong Lei told Kyodo 

News that China prudently applies the death penalty, and renders judgment based on strict legal procedures 

and reviews them. "The judicial branch also administers capital punishment based on normal procedures," 

Hong said. 

25/7/14: Kyodo News 

https://english.kyodonews.jp/news/2014/07/303899.html 

 

 INDIA 

1 July 2014; Modi govt. want to overturn judicial position on death penalty cases: The newly formed 
BJP led NDA government in India is planning to challenge the position taken by the Indian judiciary that undue 
delay in executions caused by delay in deciding constitutional review petition by President of India forms valid 
ground for granting clemency to a convict. 

1/7/14: Sikhsiyasat.net 

http://sikhsiyasat.net/2014/06/30/modi-govt-want-to-overturn-judicial-position-on-death-penalty-cases/ 

 

DEVELOPMENTS IN THE ASIA PACIFIC REGION 

http://adpan.net/
http://bangkok.ohchr.org/files/ROB%20Press%20Release%20220714.pdf
http://www.dhakatribune.com/law-rights/2014/jul/02/sc-resumes-kamaruzzaman%E2%80%99s-appeal-hearing
https://english.kyodonews.jp/news/2014/07/303899.html
http://sikhsiyasat.net/2014/06/30/modi-govt-want-to-overturn-judicial-position-on-death-penalty-cases/
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 28/7/14; To Escape Poverty, Hundreds Vie to Become Executioners in India: With no one willing to kill 
its 16 death row inmates, the southern Indian state of Kerala has decided to offer 400 times more money to 
whoever wants to become the state’s newest executioner. With executions a rarity in India, the low salary 
and dismal job description kept many from taking up the profession resulting in a nationwide shortage of 
hangmen. 
 
28/7/14: Think Progress.Org 
http://thinkprogress.org/world/2014/07/28/3464716/hundreds-line-up-to-become-executioners-in-india/ 
 

 JAPAN  
24 July 2014; Father of murdered schoolgirl demands death penalty for defendant: The father of a 
high school student who was murdered in the western Tokyo city of Mitaka in October 2013 has demanded 
the death penalty for the man accused of stalking and killing her. Charles Thomas Ikenaga, 22, is on trial 
facing charges of murdering the 18-year-old third-year high school student in October 2013. 
 
24/7/14: Mainichi Japan 
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20140724p2a00m0na011000c.html 
 

 
 

 PAKISTAN 

21 July 2014; Implementation of death penalty may be resumed soon: Under mounting pressure from 
the security agencies to lift the moratorium on death penalty in the cases of dreaded terrorists and hardened 
criminals, the federal government may allow carrying out the death sentences. 

 
21/7/14: The News.Com 
http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-2-263002-Implementation-of-death-penalty-may-be-resumed-
soon 
 

 15 July 2014; Pakistani man given death penalty for blasphemy: A Pakistani sessions court has 
sentenced a man to death and fined him Rs.1,00,000 on charges of blasphemy. The accused, Zulfikar, 
was caught writing blasphemous comments on the Afghan Park Wall in Lahore's Islampura area in 
2008. 

 
15/7/14: Yahoo News 
https://in.news.yahoo.com/pakistani-man-given-death-penalty-blasphemy-071750513.html 
 

 SRI LANKA 

3rd July 2014; Six sentenced to death by the Tangalle and Kalutara high courts: Two individuals have 
been sentenced to death by the Tangalle High Court on charges of murder.High Court Judge Lalith M. 
Chandrasekara said the verdict was handed down to residents of the Mondaravana area.In the year 1998, 
the suspects were charged with the murder of a woman residing in Mondharavana with a sharp object. 
Meanwhile, four persons accused of committing murder in 2002 were sentenced to death by the Kalutara 
High Court on Thursday. 

 
3/7/14: News First 

http://newsfirst.lk/english/2014/07/six-sentenced-death-tangalle-kaluthara-high-courts/42896 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/india-would-be-executioners-line-make-killing-wages-hiked-1458114
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 3 July  2014: Secretary-General calls on States to abolish death penalty 
3 July 2012 – United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today called on Member States which use 
the death penalty to abolish this practice, stressing that the right to life lies at the heart of international 
human rights law. 

“The taking of life is too absolute, too irreversible, for one human being to inflict on another, even when 
backed by legal process,” Mr. Ban told a panel organized by the Office of the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (OHCHR) on „Moving away from the death penalty – Lessons from national experiences‟ 
at UN Headquarters in New York. 

“Where the death penalty persists, conditions for those awaiting execution are often horrifying, leading to 
aggravated suffering,” he added. 

3/7/14: UN News 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42382#.U93L1fmSzCs  

 

 
 
 

DEVELOPMENTS IN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

http://www.un.org/sg/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/infocus/sgspeeches/statments_full.asp?statID=1591
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Pages/WelcomePage.aspx
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42382#.U93L1fmSzCs

