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ADPAN NEWSLETTER 

JANUARY- JUNE 2014 

This is the  first edition this year of the ADPAN Newsletter, covering  January - June 2014. It 

provides links to significant death penalty news stories from across the Asia Pacific region.   

The Anti-Death Penalty Asia Network (ADPAN) is an independent, impartial network of 

individuals,  NGOs, lawyers and activists from  30  countries that are committed to working for 

an end to the death  penalty in their own countries and across the Asia Pacific region.   

Please distribute the ADPAN Newsletter widely, place online and use in any campaigning work 

against the death penalty.  

This issue includes: 

GOOD  News…………………………………………………………………….……......................... 2 

ADPAN  News…………………………………………………………………….…….........................3 

Developments in the Asia Pacific Region 

 Bangladesh…………………………………………………………………….……................3 

 China…………………………………………………………………….……............................4 

 India…………………………………………………………………….…….............................4 

 Indonesia…………………………………………………………………….…….……………….4 

 Taiwan ……………………………………………………………………………………………….4 

Developments in Human Rights Council (HRC) 

 High-level panel on the question of the death penalty……………………………………….5 

 China UPR Review ……………………………………………………………………………………………….5  



2 | P a g e  

 

 

 

 

 INDIA 

21 January , 2014 ; Supreme Court tightens the law to prevent secret hangings 
The Supreme Court has tightened the law to prevent the government from executing a mentally ill person like 
Punjab militant Devinder Pal Singh Bhullar or executing a death row convict in secret without first informing the 
family as it did in the case of Mohammad Afzal.The court laid down that the home ministry should draw attention to 
all supervening events such as mental illness precipitated by years in jail to the President and the Governor to 
permit them to take a proper call on their pleas for mercy. The court also banned the execution of anyone 
diagnosed as mentally ill while awaiting death. 
 
21/1/2014: economictimes.indiatimes.com 
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-01-22/news/46462892_1_death-row-convicts-clemency-
plea-death-sentence 

 
 THAILAND 

March 2014; Launch of “Justice in Thailand’s South? A study of four capital punishment cases from Thailand’s 
southern border provinces” by The Union for Civil Liberty in Thailand in March 2014. The Union for Civil Liberty, 
members of ADPAN,  is a Civil Society Organization dedicated to the protection of civil liberties in Thailand. 
Thailand is listed among countries guilty of horrendous human rights violations. The most severe human rights 
abuses of Thailand reportedly occur in the southern border Muslim provinces where an age long hostile 
administration has led to a predictable insurgent reaction. The problem is now inflamed and entrenched. 
Unfortunately, there is neither an understanding of the genesis of the problem, nor any inkling of how to solve it 
among Thai security forces, police and military, who are burdened with a responsibility that is political and national 
in scope but abdicated by all recent governments. 
 

 Please find the full book at our blog http://adpan.net/resources/other-reports/ 
 

 CHINA  
23June, 2014; China's Supreme Court overturns death sentence for victim of domestic violence. China's top 
court has overturned the death sentence of a woman convicted of killing her husband after years of violent abuse, 
her lawyer said, in a move activists say shows the government could be serious about battling domestic violence. 
The landmark case of Li Yan, which was widely discussed on the Internet in China, highlights the plight of victims of 
domestic violence, and drew the attention of international human rights groups  
24/6/14: Reuters.Com 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/06/24/us-china-crime-abuse-idUSKBN0EZ1GG20140624  

 
 CHINA 

23 June 2014; Father forgives man who killed his son: A man in Yanqing county who killed two friends after 
drinking escaped the death penalty because one victim's father forgave him, Beijing Times reported.. The father 
asked for leniency from the judge, saying that he doesn't want the killer's parents to lose their son as well. The 
judge gave the killer a death sentence with a two-year reprieve. 
23/6/14: chinadaily.com.cn 
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/beijing/2014-06/23/content_17607891.htm  
 

 HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL, GENEVA 

14 March 2014, Top UN representatives take stance on death penalty at Human Rights Council: In a video 
message to a high-level event on the death penalty at the 25th session of the Human Rights Council, UN 
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon called on States that have not yet done so to ratify the Second Optional 
Protocol to the ICCPR aiming at the abolition of the death penalty. I would call this a good news story.  

Credit: UN Web TV 
https://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1722935254001/?bctid=3296881187001&autoStart=false&
secureConnections=true&width=480&height=270 

GOOD NEWS 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Devinder%20Pal%20Singh%20Bhullar
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-01-22/news/46462892_1_death-row-convicts-clemency-plea-death-sentence
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-01-22/news/46462892_1_death-row-convicts-clemency-plea-death-sentence
http://adpan.net/resources/other-reports/
http://www.reuters.com/places/china?lc=int_mb_1001
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/06/24/us-china-crime-abuse-idUSKBN0EZ1GG20140624
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/beijing/2014-06/23/content_17607891.htm
http://www.worldcoalition.org/un-human-rights-council-panel-death-penalty-ban-pillay.html
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session25/Pages/25RegularSession.aspx
http://www.worldcoalition.org/protocol.html
http://www.worldcoalition.org/protocol.html
https://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1722935254001/?bctid=3296881187001&autoStart=false&secureConnections=true&width=480&height=270
https://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1722935254001/?bctid=3296881187001&autoStart=false&secureConnections=true&width=480&height=270
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 JAPAN - Another execution - ADPAN condemns the secret execution 
On 26 June 2014, Masanori Kawasaki was hanged to death at Osaka Detention Center. While this is the first 
execution in 2014,  this the ninth since Prime Minister Abe’s Liberal Democrat Party came to power in December 
2012. ADPAN will continue to push for a moratorium on executions with a view to the eventual abolition of the death 
penalty in Japan and across the region.  
 

 26/6/14, ADPAN member Centre for Prisoner’s rights (CPR) Statement: 
http://www.cpr.jca.apc.org/archive/statement#1215 

 26/6/14, Amnesty International Statement: http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/japan-secret-execution-stain-
justice-system-2014-06-26  

 3/7/14, ADPAN Statement  http://adpan.net/  
 
 

 "2nd Abolitionists Asia Workshop on Death Penalty", 20-21 June 2014 
20-22 June - ADPAN together with LLG Cultural foundation, SUARAM, Amnesty International (Malaysia) and Civil 
Rights committee of Kl/Selangor Chinese Assembly hall organising 2 days’ workshop on "2nd Abolitionists Asia 
Workshop on Death Penalty" at LLG Office in Kuala Lumpur. The workshop focused on Malaysia, Singapore and 
other countries in this region as well as to plan for future actions to campaign against death penalty. The 
workshop was participated by 25 human rights Activist specifically working on death penalty issues in their 
countries.  There were sharing about practices and issues pertaining death penalty in different countries as well 
as sharing by families and lawyers of those who are in death row. The consultation ended with discussions on 
how to strengthen the networking and solidarity between the members as well as how to campaign as collective 
to abolish death penalty in each countries. It was indeed a fruitful workshop.   
 

 More updates: https://www.facebook.com/ADPANetwork?ref=ts&fref=ts 
 
 

 29 April 2014, ADPAN Members in Taiwan, The Taiwan Alliance to End the Death Penalty, the Taiwan Association 
for Human Rights, the Judicial Reform Foundation, and the Taiwan Association for Innocence held a press 
conference in front of the Ministry of Justice, in condemnation of the government decision to carry out the death 
penalty at a time when people all around the country have risen up in protest of its policies, and when its approval 
ratings are at its lowest ever in Taiwanese history.  

 See more at http://www.taedp.org.tw/en/story/2670 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 BANGLADESH 

16 June 2014; Judge delays verdict over Bangladesh New Year bombings: A Bangladesh court delayed its 
verdict against a group of militants accused of carrying out a 2001 bomb attack on the main Bengali New Year 
celebrations which killed 10 people. Nine of the 14 accused were in the dock amid tight security at the court in 
the capital Dhaka when Judge Ruhul Amin announced he would now hand down his verdict next Monday, June 
23, saying he “needed more time”. 

16/6/14: Tribune.com 
http://tribune.com.pk/story/722554/judge-delays-verdict-over-bangladesh-new-year-bombings/  
 

 

 

DEVELOPMENTS IN THE ASIA PACIFIC REGION 

ADPAN NEWS 

 

http://www.cpr.jca.apc.org/archive/statement#1215
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/japan-secret-execution-stain-justice-system-2014-06-26
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/japan-secret-execution-stain-justice-system-2014-06-26
http://adpan.net/
https://www.facebook.com/ADPANetwork?ref=ts&fref=ts
http://www.taedp.org.tw/en/story/2670
http://tribune.com.pk/story/722554/judge-delays-verdict-over-bangladesh-new-year-bombings/
http://tribune.com.pk/story/722554/judge-delays-verdict-over-bangladesh-new-year-bombings/
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 CHINA 
17 June 2014; Man gets death penalty , wife given life in prison for minor rape:  A man in Heilongjiang 
province was sentenced to death and his wife to life in prison on Monday for murder, rape and robbery in the 
death of a teenager who had been lured into their home. Bai Yunjiang and his wife Tan Beibei murdered 16-
year-old Hu Yixuan after Bai failed in his attempt to rape her on July 24, 2013, according to the province's 
Jiamusi Intermediate People's Court. 
 

17/6/14: chinadaily.com.cn 
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2014-06/17/content_17591987.htm  

 
 17 June 2014 ; Death penalty for China plotters: THREE people have been sentenced to death by a 

court in western China for planning a deadly car ramming attack at Beijing's landmark Tiananmen Gate last 
year which was blamed on Muslim separatists. The three were accused of providing funds to carry out the 
October 28 attack, in which a car ploughed through tourists and crashed in a fireball in the heart of the 
capital, killing two bystanders and the three attackers. 

 
17/6/14: HeraldScotsland.com 
 http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/world-news/death-penalty-for-china-plotters.24505297 

 
 

 INDIA 
17 June 2014 ; Shakti Mills gang-rape case: Bombay high court to hear confirmation petition on July 
17: The high court will on July 17, hear the confirmation of the death sentences awarded to the three 
convicts of the Shakti Mills gang rape case. A division bench of justices VK Tahilramani and Ajey Gadkari 
has kept the confirmation petition filed by the state government for hearing on July 17. 

 
         17/6/14: dnaindia.com 

http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-shakti-mills-gang-rape-case-bombay-high-court-to-hear-
confirmation-petition-on-  july-17-1995991 

 
 
 INDONESIA 

23 June 2014 ; Migrant Care Says Prabowo ‘Jumped in Last Minute’ on Wilfrida Cas : Migrant 
workers’ advocacy group Migrant Care on Monday accused presidential candidate Prabowo Subianto of 
trying to score easy political points by taking public credit for efforts to save Indonesian 
domestic worker Wilfrida Soik from facing the death penalty for killing her 60-year-old Malaysian employer, 
in a case that riveted Indonesia 

 
23/6/14: JakartaGlobe.com 
http://www.thejakartaglobe.com/news/migrant-care-says-prabowo-jumped-last-minute-wilfrida-case/ 

 
 

 TAIWAN 
 

18 June 2014, An insistence on keeping the death penalty poses wider risks for Taiwan :  of Report 
on Taiwan’s use of capital punishment by the UK-based Death Penalty Project, ADPAN members appears 
to have had a limited impact on both the political and public views on the issue. Chris Wood, who is the 
Director of the British Trade and Cultural Office in Taiwan, openly spoke in support of the report, which 
roundly condemned Taiwan for continuing to implement the death penalty despite it being in contravention 
of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), which was incorporated into Taiwanese 
law in 2009. 
 
18/6/14: taipeitimes.com 
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/feat/print/2014/06/18/2003593033 

 
 
 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2014-06/17/content_17591987.htm
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/world-news/death-penalty-for-china-plotters.24505297
http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-shakti-mills-gang-rape-case-bombay-high-court-to-hear-confirmation-petition-on-%20%20july-17-1995991
http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-shakti-mills-gang-rape-case-bombay-high-court-to-hear-confirmation-petition-on-%20%20july-17-1995991
http://www.thejakartaglobe.com/news/migrant-care-says-prabowo-jumped-last-minute-wilfrida-case/
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/feat/print/2014/06/18/2003593033
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 5 March 2014, UN Human Rights Council high-level panel on the question of the death penalty, Geneva 
 

Credit : UN Web TV 
https://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1722935254001/?bctid=3296881187001&autoStar
t=false&secureConnections=true&width=480&height=270 

 
 
 

 11 February, 2014, China rejects UN recommendation to end death penalty and labour camps : 
Beijing says no to much in UN human rights review, but agrees to extend disability rights. China has 
rejected proposals to end the death penalty and labour camp sentences in a United Nations review – but 
backed Cuba's call to take firm action against people "qualifying themselves as human rights defenders 
with the objective of attacking the interests of China. 

 

11/2/14: theguardian.com 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2009/feb/11/china-death-penalty-united-nations 

 

 
 
 

DEVELOPMENTS IN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

https://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1722935254001/?bctid=3296881187001&autoStart=false&secureConnections=true&width=480&height=270
https://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1722935254001/?bctid=3296881187001&autoStart=false&secureConnections=true&width=480&height=270
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2009/feb/11/china-death-penalty-united-nations

