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This is the fourth edition this year of the ADPAN Newsletter, covering July and August 2013. It provides 
links to significant death penalty news stories from across the Asia Pacific region. 
 
The Anti-Death Penalty Asia Network (ADPAN) is an independent, impartial network of individuals, 
NGOs, lawyers and activists from 28 countries that are committed to working for an end to the death 
penalty in their own countries and across the Asia Pacific region. 
 
Please distribute the ADPAN Newsletter widely, place online and use in any campaigning work against 
the death penalty. 
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ADPAN NEWS 
    

INDIA 

On 20 August, ADPAN initiated an appeal to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh to stop the execution of 
Devender Pal Singh Bhullar and to instate a moratorium on executions.  
 
20/08/13 - ADPAN 

http://adpan.net/2013/08/20/india-devender-pal-singh-bhullar/  

 

PAKISTAN 

On 23 July, ADPAN publicised Amnesty International’s Open Letter to Prime Minister Nawaz, appealing 
for the commutation of all death sentences in Pakistan. 
 
23/07/13 - ADPAN 

http://adpan.net/2013/07/23/pakistan-ai-open-letter-to-prime-minister-urging-commutation-of-all-death-sentences/ 
 

On 5 July, ADPAN appealed to the Pakistani government to extend the informal moratorium established 
in 2008 and halt all future executions. More than 8000 prisoners face imminent execution after a 
presidential order suspending executions by the previous government expired on 30 June 2013. 
 
05/07/13 - ADPAN 

http://adpan.net/2013/07/05/pakistan-adpan-calls-on-pakistan-to-lead-in-south-asia-and-for-the-government-to-commit-to-a-
moratorium-on-executions/ 

 

VIET NAM 

On 8 July, ADPAN reported the execution of the first prisoner in Viet Nam by lethal injection and the first 
execution since January 2012. Nguyen Anh Tuan, convicted for murder in 2010, was reportedly executed 
on 6 August at Ha Noi Police Prison.  He was the first prisoner to be executed by lethal injection in Viet 
Nam. ADPAN appealed to the Vietnamese government to halt all executions.  
 
08/07/13 - ADPAN 

http://adpan.net/2013/08/07/viet-nam-first-prisoner-executed-by-lethal-injection/ 

    
 

GOOD NEWS 
 

CHINA 

Chinese court revokes death sentences of 4 men after 16 years 

On 2 July, Zhejiang’s provincial Higher People’s Court acquitted Wang Jianping, Zhu Youping, Tian 
Weidong and Tian Xiaoping of murder charges for murdering two taxi drivers 18 years ago. The real 
murderer, Xiang Shengyuan who was later convicted for the murder in July 2011 and was sentenced to 
death with a two-year reprieve on 30 May.  
 
02/07/2013 – Zee News 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/world/chinese-court-revokes-death-sentences-of-4-men-after-16-years_859460.html 
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INDIA 

People’s Movement Against Death Penalty’s online initiative to save Perarivalan’s life 

The People’s Movement Against Death Penalty announced the creation of an online repository of 
information on the case of Perarivalan, one of the 3 death row prisoners in the Rajiv Gandhi 
assassination case. They are also making an anti-death penalty documentary (see trailer here), 
focusing on Perarivalan’s case 
 
26/08/13 – The Times of India 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/tech/social-media/Peoples-Movement-Against-Death-Penaltys-online-initiative-to-save-
Perarivalans-life/articleshow/22076713.cms 
 

Many against death penalty 

The CNN-IBN-The Hindu Election Tracker survey by the Centre for the Study of Developing Societies 
(CSDS) suggested that a large section of India’s voters favour abolishing the death penalty. Out of the 
20,000 respondents across 267 constituencies in 18 states, 40% ‘fully’ or ‘somewhat’ agreed with the 
proposition that the death penalty should be abolished “as life imprisonment was punishment 
enough,” 30% disagreed, and another 30% abstained.  
 
25/07/2013 – The Hindu 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/many-against-death-penalty/article4951085.ece 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/many-against-death-penalty/article4949078.ece 
 

Larger bench of SC to hear pleas of death row convicts 

On 26 July it was announced that a larger bench of the Supreme Court of India will hear, from 22 
October, a batch of petitions seeking commutation for their death sentence to life imprisonment on 
account of delay in carrying out the execution following the dismissal of their mercy petitions by the 
President.  
 
26/07/2013 – The Hindu 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/larger-bench-of-sc-to-hear-pleas-of-death-row-convicts/article4956418.ece 

 

INDONESIA 

Minor Reprieve for Inmates ‘Wrongly’ Given Death Sentence 

On 24 July, Andi Arif, the coordinator of the East Java office of the Commission for Missing Persons and 
Victims of Violence (Kontras), ADPAN members, announced that talks with the Attorney General’s Office 
and the Supreme Court had made progress toward preventing the unjust executions of potentially 
innocent prisoners Ruben Pata Sambo and his son, Markus Pata Sambo.  
 
25/07/2013 – Jakarta Globe 

http://www.thejakartaglobe.com/news/minor-reprieve-for-inmates-wrongly-given-death-sentence/ 
 

PAKISTAN 

No hanging till Zardari is President, says aide 

On 10 July, Presidential spokesman Senator Farhatullah Khan Babar confirmed that President Zardari 
will not reject any mercy petitions of prisoners facing the death penalty. In Pakistan, all executions 
must be approved by the President.  
 
10/07/2013 – Khalelej Times 

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/kt-article-display-
1.asp?xfile=data/international/2013/July/international_July255.xml&section=international 
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SINGAPORE 

Petition to stop death penalty for 400 prisoners in Pak 

On 13 July, Barrister Zafarullah Khan who filed a petition in the Supreme Court Lahore registry pleaded 
for a halt to all death row prisoners whose mercy petitions are pending before the President. He asked 
the court to remove the death penalty from the law as it is unconstitutional and necessary to save the 
innocent from being wrongly convicted.  
 
14/07/2013 – Zee News, Dawn 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/south-asia/petition-to-stop-death-penalty-for-400-prisoners-in-pak_862190.html 
http://dawn.com/news/1028919/cases-of-400-death-row-prisoners-stay-against-likely-execution-order-by-president-sought  

 

Murderer escapes death row 

On 16 July, Malaysian national, Fabian Adiu Edwin, became the first convicted murderer in Singapore 
to be sentenced to life imprisonment instead of a mandatory death penalty. This follows changes made 
to the law last year giving judges the discretion to impose the death penalty or life imprisonment for 
certain categories of murder. 
 
17/07/2013 – Straits Times 

http://www.singaporelawwatch.sg/slw/headlinesnews/27905-murderer-escapes-death-sentence.html 
 

Murderer escapes gallows – second of such case 

On 15 August, Jabing Kho, who murdered a construction worker while robbing him in 2008 became 
Singapore’s second convicted murderer to be resentenced to life imprisonment. Kho’s lawyers, Mr 
Josephus Tan and Mr Anand Nalachandran argued that he was a first-time offender and had not been 
the mastermind of the robbery. Mr Nalachandran also said that the starting point in applying the new 
rules should be life imprisonment and the gallows should be the exception.  
 
15/08/2013 – The Straits Times 

http://thecourtroom.stomp.com.sg/courtroom/cases/case-of-the-day/murderer-escapes-gallows-second-of-such-case 
 

Third person on death row for murder resentenced to life imprisonment 

On 28 August, Indian national Gopinathan Nair Remadevi Bijukumar became the third person on death 
row to be resentenced to life imprisonment by the High Court, for murder.  
 
28/08/2013 – Today 

http://www.todayonline.com/singapore/third-person-death-row-murder-re-sentenced-life-imprisonment 
 

GLOBAL 

World abolishing death penalty, despite hiccups 

On 26 July, an annual report released by Italian NGO Hands off Cain reported that the number of death 
penalties carried out wordwide dropped last year from 5,004 in 2011 to 3,967 in 2012, while the 
number of abolitionist countries rose from 155 to 158 over the same period. Italian Foreign Minister, 
Emma Bonino, reported that this was “to a great extent thanks for China, where they dropped from 
4,000 to 3,000 in just a year.” 
 
26/07/2013 – Indian Express 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/world-abolishing-death-penalty-despite-hiccups/1147502/ 
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REGIONAL 

Reprieve expands death-penalty case volunteer program into South-East Asia 

ADPAN members Reprieve Australia have expanded their volunteer programme into Southeast Asia 
where, according to Reprieve Australia member and Barrister Julian McMahon, its role will be to work 
with locals to open doors to research, support and ideas, and to empower local lawyers and advocates 
to argue for the hundreds of people on death row in Asia.  
 
25/07/2013 – The Guardian 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/world-abolishing-death-penalty-despite-hiccups/1147502/                                                                                    
 

 

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENTS IN THE ASIA PACIFIC
 

BANGLADESH 

Appeal against war trial sentence – Kamaruzzaman gets 50 days for statement 

On 28 July Bangladesh’s Supreme Court asked the defence to submit a concise statement on an appeal 
that challenged the death penalty given to Jamaat-e-Islami leader Muhammed Kamaruzzaman for 
crimes against humanity in 1971.  
 
29/07/13 – Daily Star 

http://www.thedailystar.net/beta2/news/kamaruzzaman-gets-50-days-for-statement/ 
 

CHINA 

Wrong man executed? 

On 10 July Wang Shujin was tried at the Handan Intermediate People’s Court, Hebei Province, for the 
rape and murder of a woman in April 1994. In 1995, Nie Shubin was executed after being arrested in 
September 1994 and found guilty of the same crime. In his first trial in 2007, Wang was given the 
death penalty for raping and murdering three women between 1994 and 1995. However, Wang 
requested an appeal because the court refused to accept his 2005 confession that he raped and killed 
Kang in August 1994. The confession raised questions as to whether Nie was wrongly imprisoned and 
executed. 
 
15/07/13 – Global Times 

http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/795601.shtml 

 

China ex-rail minister given suspended death sentence 

On 1 July, a Beijing court sentenced former Railways Minister Liu Zhijun to a suspended death 
sentence with a two-year reprieve for corruption and abuse of power.  
 

08/07/2013 – BBC, New York Times 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-23222240 

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/07/08/world/asia/ex-rail-minister-in-china-gets-a-suspended-death-sentence.html?_r=0 

 

CHINA/PHILIPPINES 

Manila won’t give up on drug mules in death row (sic.) 
On 3 July, a Filipino national was executed for drug trafficking, despite an appeal by President Aquino. 
However, the government has said that it will not stop its appeals to spare the lives of Filipino drug 
mules awaiting execution. The Vice President said it is better to address the issue of poverty which may 
be the reason why some Filipinos enter the illegal drug trade.  
 
08/07/2013 – Gulf Today, Sun Star, Rappler 

http://gulftoday.ae/portal/e4849335-f377-4288-93d2-79ca4d1eb1cf.aspx 
http://www.sunstar.com.ph/breaking-news/2013/07/07/binay-saving-overseas-filipinos-execution-government-duty-291227 
http://www.rappler.com/nation/32801-filipina-drug-mule-executed 
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INDIA 

Open Letter by BHRC of England & Wales in the matter of the immediate risk of execution of Prof. 

Bhullar 

On 21 August, Kirsty Brimlow QC, Chairwoman of the Bar Human Rights Committee of England and 
Wales (BHRC), wrote an open letter addressed to the President of India, Mr Pranab Mukherjee, the 
Prime Minister of India, Dr Manmohan Singh and the Indian Home Minister, Mr Sushilkumar Shinde, on 
the matter of the possible execution of Prof. Bhullar. 
 
21/08/2013 – Sikhsiyat 

http://www.barhumanrights.org.uk/open-letter-president-india-matter-immediate-risk-execution-professor-devinderpal-singh-
bhullar 
 

INDONESIA/UK 

Indonesia upholds death sentence for UK woman 

On 30 August, a three-member judge panel of Indonesia’s highest court unanimously rejected Lindsay 
Sandiford’s appeal. Sandiford was found guilty by a district court in January of smuggling $2.5 million 
worth of cocaine into Bali, and lost her first appeal three months later after the Bali High Court upheld 
the district court’s ruling. 
 
30/08/2013 – Agencies, Sky News 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/asia-pacific/2013/08/20138305713915113.html?utm_source=twitterfeed&utm_medium=twitter 
http://news.sky.com/story/1134607/lindsay-sandiford-death-row-appeal-rejected 

 

MALAYSIA 

Indian-origin trio get death penalty for killing MIC leader 

On 16 July, Manimaran, 24, S Saravanan, 29, and K Perumal, 31, were issued the mandatory death 
penalty for murder by the Judicial Commissioner Teo Say Eng. The trio killed prominent Malaysian 
Indian Congress (MIC) party leader N Sindambaram in 2009, allegedly during a robbery. The three will 
appeal. 
 
16/07/13 – Business Standard,  

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/indian-origin-trio-get-death-penalty-for-killing-mic-leader-
113071600859_1.html 

 

MALDIVES 

“Murder has to be punished with murder”: Yameen calls for death penalty to be put into practice 

On 25 July, Presidential Candidate Abdulla Yameen called for the death penalty to be put into practice 
in the Maldives, citing a rise in murders as his reason. Although the Maldives retains the death penalty 
it is abolitionist in practice and there have been no executions since 1952. 
 
25/07/13 – Minivan News  

http://minivannews.com/politics/murder-has-to-be-punished-with-murder-yameen-calls-for-death-penalty-to-be-put-into-
practice-61500 

 

NORTH KOREA 

Daily executions, torture at North Korea prison camps, UN enquiry told 

In late July, a UN Commission of Inquiry to scrutinise human rights in North Korea was set up in Seoul. 
The three-person panel heard accounts from defectors now living in South Korea and it was revealed 
that serious human rights breaches are commonplace, affecting prisoners of all ages, in North Korean 
prison camps which hold between 150,000 and 200,000 prisoners in total.  
 
20/08/13 – Reuters, BBC 

http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/08/20/us-korea-north-rights-idUSBRE97J0CD20130820 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-23791114 
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PAKISTAN 

EU delegation warns Pakistan over death penalty  

On 27 August, an EU human rights delegation warned Pakistan that resuming executions would be 
seen as a “major setback.” The government of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif scrapped a five-year 
moratorium in June, but although hangings were due to resume in August a temporary stay was 
ordered following objections from the President, human rights groups and threats from the Taliban.  
 
27/08/13 – Dawn, Business Recorder 

http://dawn.com/news/1038734/eu-delegation-warns-pakistan-over-death-penalty 
http://www.brecorder.com/top-news/108-pakistan-top-news/132566-pm-nawaz-directs-interior-ministry-to-halt-executions-until-
sep-9.html 
 

TAIWAN 

Compensation for 3 death penalty acquittals set 

On 23 July, the Criminal Compensation Court rejected an appeal by three former death row prisoners, 
Su Chien-ho, Liu Bing-ling and Chuang Lin-hsun, for the highest compensation the judicial system can 
offer. After over two decades on death row the three were found innocent and released and the High 
Court determined that NT$1200-1300 (USD40-43) per day in prison should be compensated to each 
man.  
 
27/07/13 – Focus Taiwan 

http://focustaiwan.tw/news/asoc/201307260019.aspx 
 

VIET NAM 

Vietnam sentences 5 to death for drug dealing, adding to death row while executions delayed 

On 16 July, a Vietnamese court sentenced five people to death for drug offenses. Viet Nam has not 
executed anyone since 2011, but there are currently more than 500 people on death row. 
 
16/07/13 – Associated Press, Thanh Nien News 

http://bigstory.ap.org/article/vietnam-sentences-5-death-dealing-heroin 
http://www.thanhniennews.com/index/pages/20130704-a-wait-worse-than-death.aspx 
http://article.wn.com/view/2013/07/11/Vietnam_sentences_4_to_death_for_drugs_despite_confusion_ove/ 
 

Vietnam may return to firing squads amid shortage of lethal chemicals 

On 25 July, the Wall Street Journal reported that a person close to the Vietnamese Ministry of Public 
Security, which runs the prison system, said that the ministry was seeking approval from the 
legislature to reinstate firing squads while awaiting production of lethal injection chemicals. The 
ministry was not available for comment, but Phap Luat newspaper, which is close to the ministry, 
reported earlier in the week about the request.  
 
25/07/13 – Wall Street Journal 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323971204578627580713971870.html 
 


